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Summary of Legislation: Thisbill requiresthe Division of Disability, Aging, and Rehabilitative Services
to establish aprogram to monitor and assure quality inthedelivery of servicesto personswith developmental
disabilities. The bill allows the Division to establish the quality assurance program within the Division or
by contracting with an outside agency. It requires that the quality assurance program include: (1) training
regarding the availability of community based services and the ability to choose among them; (2) response
within 24 hoursto complaintsinvolving athreat to thelife, safety, or health of aperson with developmental
disabilities; (3) evaluation of financial expendituresfor servicesto personswith developmental disabilities;
and (4) establishment of a statewide data base to provide information about the history of service providers.

Thishill establishesthelndianaQuality Assurance Council for Personswith Devel opmental Disabilities. The
bill requires the Council to study issues relating to the delivery of services to persons with developmental
disabilities. It provides that the Council consists of 18 members, with the chairperson appointed by the
Governor, and is to be staffed by the Legidlative Services Agency. The bill requires the Council to submit
its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly before December 1 of each
year. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the Indiana Commission on Mental Retardation
and Developmental Disabilities.)

Effective Date: Upon passage; July 1, 1999.

Explanation of State Expenditures: Thishill requiresthe Division of Disability, Aging, and Rehabilitative
Services (DDARS) to establish aprogram to monitor quality assurancein the delivery of servicesto persons
with developmental disabilities. Thebill statesthe program can developed within DDARS or by contracting
with an outside agency. The DDARS recently sent out a broad agency announcement to solicit bids on
conducting asimilar quality assurance program. There was one response with a cost of $312,000. This bid
did not include all of theitems required in thisbill. The DDARS does not have the staff or the expertise to
conduct such a program in house. The Division of Mental Health has a similar quality assurance program
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contracted with an outside entity at a cost of $400,000. It is estimated that the program would cost between
$312,000 and $400,000 if contracted with an outside agency.The funds and resources required above could
be supplied through avariety of sources, including thefollowing: (1) Existing resources not currently being
used to capacity; (2) Existing resources currently being used in another program,; (3) Fundsthat, otherwise,
would be reverted; or (4) New appropriations. Ultimately, the source of funds and resources required to
satisfy the requirements of this bill will depend upon legidlative and administrative actions.

The bill also creates an 18 member Indiana Quality Assurance Council for Persons with Developmental
Disabilitiesconsisting of 4 |egislatorsand 14 lay members. Thebill requiresthe L egislative Services Agency
to provide staff to the Council. Current L egislative Council Resolution providesfor abudget of $18,500 for
study committees.

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of Local Expenditures:

Explanation of Local Revenues:

State Agencies Affected: Family and Socia Services Administration, Division of Disability, Aging, and
Rehabilitative Services, Legislative Services Agency.

Local Agencies Affected:

Information Sources: Karen Kinder, Family and Social Services Administration, 232-5652.
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